
 
Good morning Madam Chair and Members of the Committee. My name is Jessica Mae Koza. 
Thank you for hearing us today. 
 
I am here to support SF 2898 and I hope you will too. I have been working legally as a makeup 
artist for 14 years. A career I knew I wanted as early as I can remember. In 2013 my husband 
Sam and I founded WarPaint International Beauty Agency here in Minneapolis. We specialize in 
onsite special event makeup and hair. As stated in the Board of Cosmetology’s rules and 
regulations; makeup application and hair styling is unregulated when done for theatrical, 
television, film, fashion, photography, or media productions or media appearances. All these 
years we believed we were working under the photography exemption. In 2018 the Board of 
Cosmetology reinterpreted photography, carving out special events like weddings. Which makes 
what we do at WPI and what I’ve done for 14 years suddenly illegal. And this is what brings us 
here today. I want to make it very clear that we are not looking to deregulate cosmetology or 
aesthetician licensing. We simply want to keep doing what we have always done.	
 
The BCE and it’s affiliates are trying to make this a safety and sanitation issue, but that is not 
what this is about.  How can I do someone’s makeup and hair on any given day for a photo-
shoot, tv appearance or runway show but not on their wedding day or for any other special 
event? Or provide services at a wedding for FREE and be in compliance, however the second I 
receive a payment I am breaking the law. This is absurd and needs to be changed. Due to this 
issue I firmly believe that the BCE could care less about the safety of the public, instead they 
care more about lining their own pockets and attacking small business owners with the fear of 
being fined for work we have done for years.  
 
My company has paid out nearly 7 figures in payroll to our team over the years. This income has 
enabled these individuals to pay off debt, save for their children’s education, save for retirement, 
their dream home and has even sustained some through financial hardships. To say that I am 
proud of what we’ve built is an understatement. Sam and I have worked tirelessly – sometimes 
100 hours a week to build a successful business. We pay our taxes, we have the proper insurance, 
we back ground check our team, we technically test them to ensure safety and sanitation. Safety 
is one of our core values and is taken very seriously. It would be devastating to lose what we 
have worked so hard to build. 
 
This issue reaches far beyond myself and the artists that would be displaced if SF2898 does not 
pass. If this industry ceases to exist it will not only disrupt special event makeup and hair artists, 
but an entire ecosystem. 
 
Please support SF 2898. Thank you for your time.  
 


